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SECRET NAIROBI 3976 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER, HENRY A.) 

SUBJ: KENYAN MOOD ON EVE OF VISIT 

REF: STATE 099043 TOSEC 1 10030 

1 . U.S. -KENYAN RELATIONS ARE EXCELLENT, WITH NO MAIOR 
BILATERAL DIFFERENCES. KENYANS HAVE IN PAST THREE DAYS 
TAKEN IMPORTANT STEP TO REMOVING THE ONE OUTSTANDING 
IRRITANT BY MAKING FORMAL OFFER OF COMPENSATION TO U.S. 
OWNER OF RUBY MINE SEIZED IN 1974. PRIVATE U.S. INVEST- 
MENT IN KENYA IS GROWING STEADILY - GENERAL MOTORS BROKE 
GROUND EARLIER THIS MONTH FOR A VEHICLE ASSEMBLY PLANT. 
U.S. NAVY VISITS TO MOMBASA PORT HAVE BEEN WELCOMED AT 
THREE-FOUR MONTH INTERVALS FOR PAST SEVERAL YEARS, AND 
USN HAS CONDUCTED JOINT EXERCISES WITH KENYA NAVY. THUS, 
ALTHOUGH OFFICIALLY NON-ALIGNED, KENYA IS IN PRACTICE PRO- 
WESTERN AND PRO-AMERICAN. 
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2. THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL CONGRUENCE BETWEEN U.S. AND 
KENYAN VIEWS ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES. PRESIDENT KENYATTA 
PERSONALLY ATTEMPTED TO FOSTER UNITY SOLUTION IN ANGOLA 
IN 1975 MEDIATION EFFORTS AMONG THREE RIVAL FACTIONS. 

GOK HAS YET TO RECOGNIZE MPLA AND KENYATTA IS KNOWN TO 
BE DISAPPOINTED AT FAILURE OF MEDIATION, UNHAPPY AT 
SOVIET-CUB AN (AS WELL AS SOUTH AFRICAN) INVOLVEMENT. 

KENYA VOTED WITH U.S. TWICE AND ABSTAINED SEVEN TIMES ON 
NINE MOST CRITICAL UNGA VOTES LAST YEAR. KENYA HAS 
RHETORICALLY SUPPORTED LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA, ALTHOOUGH IT SOFT-PEDALED ITS RHETORIC WHILE 
SMITH-NKOMO TALKS WERE IN PROGRESS. DESPITE INTENSITY OF 
KENYATTA'S AND GOK FEELINGS ON IMPORTANCE OF EARLY 
MAIORITY RULE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, WE HAVE RECEIVED RELIABLE 
REPORTS THAT KENYANS WILL DO NOTHING TO EMBARRASS U.S. 

ON THIS ISSUE DURING SECRETARY'S VISIT. 


3. TOPIC OF GREATEST IMPORTANCE TO GOK AT THIS JUNCTURE 
IS KENYA'S SECURITY. PARLIAMENT HAS JUST COMPLETED 
DEBATE ON KENYA-UGANDA RELATIONS, WITH STRONG EXPRESSION 
OF CONCERN OVER RECENT UGANDAN VIOLATION OF KENYA'S 
BORDERS BY LAND AND HELICOPTER. KENYA IS ALSO WORRIED 
ABOUT SOMALIA'S TERRITORIAL CLAIMS ON KENYA'S NORTHEAST, 
WHICH COULD BECOME LIVE ISSUE IF TFAI INDEPENDENCE 
TRIGGERED CONFLICT IN HORN. KENYAN MILITARY WEAKNESS 
VIS-A-VIS SOVIET-ARMED UGANDA AND SOMALIA IS PRYING 
HEAVILY ON KENYATTA'S MIND, AND U.. MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
WILL RECEIVE HEAVY EMPHASIS IN TALKS WITH THE SECRETARY. 

4. AMBASSADOR'S RECENT CONTACTS WITH MOST OF THE LEADING 
GOK OFFICIALS, TOGETHER WITH EXCELLENT COOPERATION IN 
PLANNING VISIT FROM BOTH OFFICIAL AND PRIVATE KENYANS, 
CONVINCES US THAT SECRETARY WILL BE WARMLY WELCOMED IN 
NAIROBI. PRESS APRIL 24 CARRIES FRONT-PAGE FAVORABLE 
TREATMENT OF SECRETARY'S APRIL 22 PRESS CONFERENCE, AND 
VERY POSITIVE BIOGRAPHIC SKETCHES OF THE SECRETARY HAVE 
APPEARED IN TWO PUBLICATIONS ON EVE OF VISIT. NO 
HOSTILE DEMONSTRATIONS ARE EXPECTED, BOTH BECAUSE GOK 
HAS MADE CLEAR THAT THEY WILL NOT BE TOLERATED, AND 
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